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Dear Senator Barrasso M.D,     
 
I am contacting you in response to a letter to Secretary of State Michael R Pompeo dated the 
5th August 2019 and signed by you and many of your colleagues. The subject of the letter is of 
particular interest to me as I am the first ever Polish born British Member of Parliament and 
Chairman of the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Poland.  
 
I am pleased that you raised the issue of Polish suffering in World War II, as this is a topic that 
is often overlooked. By 1945 an estimated 3 million Polish Jews and 1.9 million non-Jewish 
Polish citizens had been murdered. In addition, in Warsaw 72 per cent of buildings, and 90 per 
cent of the cultural history, was destroyed. In 1939, 38 per cent of all Poland’s wealth was 
stolen and some estimates have put the total cost of damage done to be as high as $1 trillion.  
 
The issue of war reparations is one that is personal to me given that my family suffered during 
the horrific events of World War II. Most notably my great uncle and his family hid a number of 
Jewish families on his farm from the German occupiers, unfortunately, they were discovered 
and their farm was surrounded. 
 
My great uncle returned to the farm and his neighbours warned him to stay away; he refused 
to leave his wife and daughter behind and instead went to the farm. Upon arriving, the Germans 
made him remove his officer’s boots, dig his own grave and then watch as they shot his 13-
year-old daughter, then his wife before finally killing him. 
 
What is less known today is that, under Nazi occupation, Poland was the only country where 
you could receive the death penalty simply for helping a Jewish family. My great uncle and his 
family knew that and still they took the risk because they knew that it was the right thing to do. 
 
Given my family’s sacrifices, I feel passionately that all victims of World War II should be 
adequately compensated. To this end I would like to ask that you, and your colleagues, join 
my campaign to ask that Germany pay proper war reparations to Poland. This would allow us 
to right not one, but two historical wrongs by ensuring that Germany properly compensates 
Poland for the years of misery inflicted upon her and that victims of the Holocaust that are still 
alive can be properly reimbursed.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Daniel Kawczynski 
Member of Parliament for Shrewsbury and Atcham 


